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Between Douglas and his sister, as I have already men-
tioned, there was a deep affection and understanding which
lasted all their lives, and in writing very fully to Henrietta
Douglas knew that he could trust her implicitly. These
letters^ so carefully kept and jealously guarded by a devoted
sister, form a most important part of my husband's writings,
and it has always been my intention to publish them just
as they are. I propose therefore in this book to omit all
reference to the years that Douglas spent in the Sudan and
South African campaigns. When the letters and diaries re-
lating to these periods are published they will describe,
much better than any biographer could hope to do, these
important years of Douglas's life.

Douglas arrived back in London from the Sudan on the
5th of October 1898. He rejoined his regiment, the yth
Hussars, for a short time prior to his appointment as
Brigade Major of the Cavalry Brigade at Aldershot, where
he remained till the 23rd of September 1899, when he left
London for South Africa. Three years were spent there,
during the greater part of which he acted as Chief Staff
Officer to General Sir John French. At the end of the South
African War Douglas returned to England with the iyth
Lancers, of which regiment he was now in command. He
arrived on the i9th of October 1902. A year later he left
again for India, this time as Inspector-General of Cavalry.
He was then only forty-two, and at that time there was no
record in the annals of the British Army in India of an
officer being appointed to a post of such distinction at any-
thing like so early a period in his career. During the next
eighteen months Douglas again wrote to his sister long
interesting letters, in which he described his work in India.
He arrived home on leave on the 5th of May 1905, and it
was during this leave that we first met